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Irish Water - 
tapping you for €300 


THE government has drawn up its plans for water charges — bur it will not 
announce the exact charge until after the local and Euro elections in May, 

‘The Labour Party is terrified that huge numbers will make May 23 
‘pay back day’ against their betrayals, And so they try to hide as much 
detail as possible. 

Bur behind the scenes, there are regular briefings for sclected journalists 
These, in turn, have leaked the fact that the water charges will amount 
to somewhere between €250 and €300. 

Once the charges are introduced they will be increased. The govern- 
ment will claim that an independent body, the Commission on Energy 
Regulation (CER), have sanctioned increases. 

‘But there is nothing independent about the CER. One of the three 
main commissioners, for example, is Garret Blancy who is a former key 
figure in IBEC 
pushed for water charges on domestic users in order to decrease c 
commercial entities 


the employers’ organisation, IBEC have consistently 


The government pretends that water charges are necessary to help 
conserve water. But the Commission on Energy Regulation has stated 
that if people use less water, then the charges can be increased. 


Hypocrisy 
TEE aane aceea shava the sbahn pct bebia e gee 
masi pimant, 
Tha pve acsent real sian ia ia habe public ads Gram wener 


provision in order to transfer the money to paying off bondholders. 
They have already cut their investment in Irish Water from €435 mil- 
lion in 2011 to €296 million in 2014. 
By 2018, they hope to withdraw all support so that Irish Water is 


Gibtal Friends Muste 


Brid Sn 
Houscholk 


enon for the Campaign Against 
a self-funding body. That is code for saying that they want the water baits 
charges to be so high that they can divert all public monies away from 


ye four). 
Before Profit, which will also be field- 


d Water Charges (sec 
She is 


this basic service tof Peop 


ing anti-water charges can 
A big vote for Brid Smith 
will destroy Labour and will help to de-stabilie this rotten government 


However, if we ate organised through ‘people power’ we can beat back 


andidates 


these charges, other anti-water charge 


Elect anti-water tax candidates Bur voting alone will not defeat the changes. There needa to be mass 


The first step isto elect anti-water charges ean he streets, which escalate to mass civil disobedience, 


dates in the forthcom- protests or 


The water tax is an unjust double tax. Vote People Before Profit in 
May and then prepare for mass tion to defeat this government 


ing elections, The main anti-water charges campaigner in the Dub 


is Brid Smith, who was previously jailed for not paying her bin charges. 


In their own words 


C6Water is a basic 
buman right that 
should be paid for 
out of taxation. 

Trying to 
privatise water 
forces the poorest 

to pay for what is a 
vital resource and 
results in a stealth 
form of double 


taxation, 


— ~ 
Dun Laoghaire newsletter 


Water Rates Abolished: 


This was true 
in the 1990's 
when Eamon 
Gilmore used to 
parade himself 
‘as a left winger 
and it is still true 
today. Unlike Gilmore however, I intended to stick by my 

Principles and a vote for Brid Smith will be a vote against 

the turncoat politics of the current Labour party and their 1,000 jobs every week: 
FG partners, 99 Seine imide Ep 
M Bid Smith People Before Profit candidate for Dublin inthe T, 


Irish Rail 
workers 
threatened 


again 
WORKERS at Irish rail are being 
asked to accept another pay cut. The 
government has cut its funding - and 
ants to reach into the pockets of 
Irish rail workers have already made 
age actors 
‘They have accepted a separate pa 
cut in the past and have run the service 
with 37 percent less staff. 
“The unions involved - mainly 
SIPTU and NRBU- are making no 
recommendations and are allowing 
the company to call workers into their 
meetings to sell pay cuts. 
Rail workers should throw out this 
deal - and the union leaders who won't 


fight it 


upcoming European elections on 23 May. 


Inside: 


Brid Smith PBP candidate for 
Europe 
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Margaretta d’Arcy moved to 
Mountjoy 


Page 5: 


‘The Struggle against LGBTQ 
oppression in Ireland today 


JOIN THE SOCIALISTS Text JOIN to 086-3064070 


Visit www.swp.ie; Facebook: facebook.com/SWPlreland; Twitter: @IrelandSWP 
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Ij Sineal Reanedy 


LAST October, in Lampedusa 
Iraly a boat carrying migrants 
sank in the Mediterranean, lead- 
ing to the deaths of more than 
350 people. 

Predictably, European leaders 
expressed their shock and sad- 
ness; what none of them were 
prepared to acknowledge was 
that the tragedy was not merely 
an accident but the gruesomely 
inevitable consequence of EU 
border policies. 

Since the Lampedusa tragedy 
lave year, there have been ar least 
five similar incidents bur they 
gor lise or no media attention, 


Criminalisation 


Every year tens of thousands of 


people attempt to enter Europe 
fleeing poverty, misery and 
violence 

The response they receive from 
the European authorities is not 
doncof welcome, understanding or 
even basic humanity but repres 
sion and criminalisation 

Over the course of the past 
three decades the European 
Union has constructed a Fortress 

ound Europe to keep who they 
term “unwanted” fn 


n entering, 
spending hundreds of millions of 
euros on external border controls 
Since 1988 some 20,000 mi 
grants have died trying to enter 
Europe 
The response of European 


ioe 


(ON 15 January Galway anti-war 
activist, playwright and Aosdana 
memben, Margaretta D'Arcy was 
filed for three months 

Her ‘time’? She refised to sign 
a bond to uphold the law and keep 
away from unauthorised zones at 
Shannon. 

She was originally in Limerick 
prison and has now been moved 
Mountjoy. 

Many comments have been 
made on the fact that Margaretta 
1579 and not in good health, and 
these facts do show both her great 


SEAMUS O'Boyle is a native of 
Sligo Town, living io the Forthill 
tea wich his wife and four 
children for the last 30 years 

For more than 20 ofthese 
be has been active in. 
‘of community work in Slig 
from local football coaching, to 


wey eampaigning 
a ai as E 


governments has only been 
continue to strengthen Forte! 
Europe, even going so far as to 
charge fishermen who saved 
drowning migrants with aiding 
illegal immigration. 

The EU has spent the past 
three decades inventing new ways 
to keep both legal and 'undocu- 


ye and the callounen ofthe 


Tish state 

However, Margareta 
the continuing we of Shannon by 
the US military 

This stands in comple 
ofthe principle of lsh neutral 
which is enshrined in the Irnh 
constitution and involves the Inh 
people. without their coment in 
diet complisty with Amers 
wars and its many war crimes 

Shannon Airport has been used 
by the US military on their way te 
from fag and Afghanistan for oer 
a decade and has played a vital role 


from the cradle to the grane no-one 
‘the from the denasitng ffe 


iy bench 


dosne. clothing ar 


Fortress Europe is killing tho 


mented’ migrants out. 
É this EU 
wide strategy was the establish- 


At the forefront 


ment of Frontex, the European 
Board Security Agency 
rontex ha 


Jerponcalmont 


lishment in May 2005 and now 
conducts a military style boander 


Free Margaretta D'Arcy — 
US warplanes out of Shannon 


hroogh Shannon Aizpa 
e has aso op 


poin for CIA rendition 

h send p 
For Fine Gael and 8 
Injustice, Alam Shatter, this in par 
for the soune, 
muhinationab ~ the 
sccornmndstion of th vey 


Their 


US sate 
to US 


choos and hospitals and ret 


otection aperation, despite re- 


peated violation of European and 


wemational human rights Laws 


Fo 
trols around the coast of Greece 


example recent Frontex pa- 


have been accused of employing 
jes that inv 


Ta contra. the working people 
É Ireland have a proud wad 


migrants back to Turkish waters, 
damaging boats, and leaving peo- 
ple to drown (se page seven) 
'Fromex isa war machine, They 
have ships, airplanes, helicopters 
They shoot. 
They use war tactics against 
Nasim 


Mohammadi, from a support 


refugees,” claims 


opposition to war and irmpenalism: 
This the tradition thar 
Margareta sanding for and 


The reason 1 am happy to 
ie andre 


(parses) 
ork 


cal parties PRP 
te and all of the 


usands 


Those migrants that do man- 
age to make it across boarders 
are treated as “criminals” and 
immediately imprisoned, often 
for years on end, in detention 
centres, EU govemmenes increas- 
ingly view migrants and asylum. 
seckers as ‘criminals 

Yer these restrictions will never 
stop migration; what they do is 
make the journey much more 
dangerous and oppressive, by 
forcing the most vulnerable 
people in society into relying 
fon smugglers and human traf- 
fickers, not to mention the 
exploitative places where they 
end up working. 
EU complicity 
Furthermore, due to the highly 
securitised nature of European 
boarders there issimply no dem 
cratic, safe and legal way to enter 
Europe 

Migrants must first make ie 
into an EU country by whatever 
means before making an applica- 


That is why many people have 
no choice but to 


rust rhe human 
traffickers with their lives and the 
lives of their children, 

Despite what the media and 
politicians may claim, packing 
Yourselfinto a boat 4-5 times iis 
capacity and hoping to crow the 
vast sea is not a lifestyle choice 

Iisa decision fuelled by pov 
erty and desperation, 


Saturday 22 February 


je Spire 


need to support the antiwar 
ement in its upcoming rll in 
support of Margaretta 


B eine 

participate in the corrupë vuliu of 

wil not vote for budgets 

cae shat make ordinary peopl 

for the rr 

Well prot people 

not she eed inter 

and bg busine 

Bil vote aginst all meae 
lacal er 


Sligo 
of banker 
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s Noble Call 


Panti 


The Struggle against LGBTQ 


oppression in Ireland 


Two weeks ago Rory O'Neill (aka Panti) accused John Waters, Breda O° Brien and the Iona Institute of homophobia on The 
Saturday Night Show. The sequence of events that have happened since O'Neill's appearance, have been a clear display of 
how power and influence work together in Ireland today. O’ Neill’s bravery in exposing oppression has started a national 

debate and here we aim to explain how elite power affects LGBTQ people in terms of the level of oppression we experience, our 


awareness of it, and our responses to it. 


Thess Armand and Sean E 


The story so far 
LET'S start with a timeline of events since the 
interview to give readers a sense of the scale ofthe 
repression faced by Rory O' Neil 
Fim ff rc of leg letters were ent to Pamti 
Then there was the editing of the segment fom 
the RTE Player online version of the interview 
The prevention ofthe online circulation of the 
interview by the enforcement of copyright restric 
tions on YouTube wax ao enforced and apologies 
for any upset or distress caused to Breda O'Brien. 
the Jona institute, and John Waters were issued. 
As if this we not bad enough we have since 
teamed that RTE paid compensation to the lona. 
Institute and offered them two of the four panel 
slots on the RTE Radio's Late Debate Show to 
push thcir agenda. 
Finally we have earned that one John Waters 


was a committee member of the Broadcasting 
Authority of Ireland (BAL 

Luckily this extensive campaign of silencing the 
voices of our LGBTQ Community has been met 
with an equal measure of sustained social media 
response, in an encouraging display of strength 
and unity of LGBTQ’ and our Allies 


RTE, the Iona Institute and 
the debate on homophobia 
On 1 February the Saturday Night Show hosted 
tutes homophobia and who gets to use the word. 
Teisour view that only the victims of homopho 
bia should be given a platform by RTE to define 
it, describe it, discuss it, and most importantly 
This manoeuvre was a blatant attempt by 
d 
broadcaster in the run up to the Referendum on 
Marriage Equality. 
The scandal that has broken since has shown 


RTE to reconstruct their image as an unbias 


RTE for what it really is 

First off, the ‘debate’ was a shambles, with bo- 
mophobe Susan Phillips claiming victimbood and 
supposedly pro- marriage equality journalist, Noel 
Whelan, denying LGBTQ people the right to 
challenge homophobia. 

Susan Phillips vigorously denied opposing the 
decriminalisation of homosexuality: however the 


following is an excerpt from a letter she wrote to 


the Irish Times in 1993: “Homosexuality is a 


highly bizarre state of behavio 
Tr is unnatural, unwholesome and a complete 
threat to stable family life. 


Itis a disgrace that the national broadester woukl 


give a platform to bigots with such extreme views 

Tr is disgusting how homophobic rhetoric is 
emotionally damaging to LGBTQ people, espe- 
cially young people 

It is well documented that LGBTQ people 
have higher rates of substance abuse and suicide 

The profit of homophobic and trarsphobie 
studs in our culture and in peopl’ personal lives 
contributes to a sense of isolation and alienation, 

Bigoted sereeds like those of Susan Phillips 
Foster hateful attitudes which lead to homophobic 
and transphobic bullying found in our schools 
and workplaces: 

The State, through RTE has shamefully dis- 
played more concern for bigots than the LGBTQ 

Homophobie organisations such as the Iona 
Institute try to appear reasonable, bur their polities 
ed in extremely right-wing, sexist, homo- 
phobic and transphobic prejudice 


They rely on subtlety and dishonesty to carn support for Panti which followed. 


thema place on RTE paneks dicusing social iuc i's speech has given courage to many 


On these panels they consistently advocate for LGBTQ peopleandth 


Allies and has empowered 


the most reactionary hateful positions many wo speak out prejudice and hatred. 
They area blight on Irish politics yet they play Pants bravery has brought LGBTQ struggle in 
the victim when confronted about their Ireland to global attention, putting 


homoph scrutiny on the actions of RTE 


They invoke the principal and the lish Government 


ofie speech when theyre 


Strategy 


spouting hate speveh,yot 
Homophobic in- 


The Noble Call defend their big 
While RTE ‘try within the 


was engaged in ssc of prot 


homophobic ing what they 


call. traditional 


apologi, Rory 
O'Neill too 

the stage of the 

Abbey Theatre as 
Panti Bliss, during 


dence in Ireland 
2 performance of Sa Se 
The Risen People’ 
tw deliver the Noble Call. 
Panti spoke eloquently 
about the oppression that 
LGBTQ people experience in 
Ireland and the very real personal an- 
guish that results from such systemic oppression, 
This speech struck a chord with people all over 
the world as evidenced by the huge number of vins 


orms of marriage 
permanent, semi-per 
manent, and transitional 
Whar the lona Institute 
really defends is the concept of 


a male dominated, catholic nuclear 


family 
Ta fact. Susan Phillips opposed the decriminali: 
sation of homosexuality by saying “in legalising 
selves 


the video received and the massive outpou homosexual acts, surely we must ask 


what on earth has happened to common sense 
basic instinct, and Christian teaching” 
Marriage like all human relationships, has 
changed with time, yet homophobes rely on a 
fixed view of marriage that doesn't correspond 
with log 
human sexuality based on religious dogma and 
gender norms, 
We should use this hist 


and imposes arbitrary restrictions on 


challenge the basis of the anti-marriage equality 
argument 
Homophobia is rotten to the core but i im- 


portant to remember that it is part ofa capitalise 


system which melies on hetero-normative (aight 
dominating) attitudes and on the preservation of 
the nuclear family, responding viciously to any 
individual or group who challenges these ideas. 


The current limiting of a person's choice to 


civil partnership ix just another example of state 
discrimination, which abo critically exchides the 


ction, and rights, of children. 
There needs to be a remobilisation of emancipar 
tory LGBTQ liberation politic 

We need to focus our efforts on building and 
supporting a Marriage 


lity Campaign thats 
strong and visible — one that includes Trans rights, 
The Labour Party and the Minister for 


Communications specifically, must be held to 


account by the LGBTQ movement, 

Following the revelation that RTE paid out 
somewhere between €80,000 - €85,000 of tax 
Payen money tothe homophobes named by Rory 
O'Neill, presure needs to be put on Pat Rabbitte to 
explain why this happened and why Rory O'Neill 
was, and continues to be censored, 

Liberal politics have dominated LGBTQ organis- 

g leading it in a reformist direction, seeking to 


accommodate LGBTQ people within the frame 

the existing capitalist state. 

portant to develop a militant LGBTQ 

movement that challenges heteronormativity, the 

gender binary (the restriction of gender expres- 
of man and 

he very logic 


sion to a socially constructed ide 
woman). enforced monogamy ane 


of capitalism itself 


s Say 


nultiple related oppressions, we must 


What Sociali 
Infighting 
ally on issues and actions, rather than fabricated 
notions of unity based on ambiguous and socially 


constructed identity 
The popular anger around the attempts of our 
sdcaster to delete from its footage the 
nd denouncing of homophobia by Panti 
channelled towards building a united 
and sustained campaign of protest 
Collectively, sve have tremendous social power 
which we can use to fight against multiple op- 
inst us to fracture 


ur class. 


r communities, and 


gainst oppression ifit is to succeed, 

d upon building the strongest pos- 

sible movement. 

This can only happen when a movement unites 

diffrent groups of activists into a common struggle 
As socialists, we want to destroy oppression 

and 
We should not allow the controlling forces 


system that breeds it 


behind the scenes to reframe and refocus the 
discourse on to a debate about what cons 


homophobia and away from a debate abe 
now exposed structural pillars of oppression 

Smash bigotry. smash capitalism! 
The Socialist Workers Party is proud to be 
#TeamPanti. 


A sects wener 


Why the Gardai bugged 
the Ombudsman 


kee 


THE Gardat, or at least some elements 
within it, bugged the Garda Siochina 
‘Ombudsman Commision (GSOC). 

That is the only conclusion that any 
semble person would arrive at. Consider 
only a few ofthe Facts 

The decision to carry out an inspection 
‘ofthe GSOC office arose because a senior 
Ganda inadvertently made reference to 4 
secret report emanating from that office 

GSOC got a British company to carry 
out a security sweep —and instructed them 
to do so in the middle of the night to 

When bugging was discovered, the mar- 
ter was not reported to Justice Minister 
Shatter — because, obviously, GSOC did 
not trust his relationship with senior Garda 

‘Moreover, the Gardai had motive to 
carry out bugging, They are under prewure 
because of revelations about the penalty 
points system and for dropping a charge 
‘of drug dealing against Kevin Boylan, who 
appeared ta have a close relationship with 
some senior Gardai. 

Yet instead of seriously investigating 
Ireland's Watergate, the government em- 
barked on a strategy of attacking GSOC 
in order to spin a Tine that there was no 
real sory 

‘Kenny even lied about the law averting 
that GSOC had failed in their legal obliga 
tion fo report matters to the government. 


A few days later Shatter hid key detail 
about the affair from the Dail. 


State Propaganda 


The state propaganda machine — otherwise 
known at RTE- picked up their cues and 
David Davin-Power went on television to 
proclaim that, the whale contone 


to have been nothing more than something 
ofa bottle of smoke 
In reality, the GSOC affair has revealed 


how Ireland's deep 
operates 

The Gards's main role — like similar 
forces all over the globe- is to protect the 
property of the rich. 

Their other functions, in term of main- 
taining basic social order. are conditioned 
by rhis imperati 


The political and economic elite need 


ficial ideo 


of respecting the lw’ applies only 1o the 
powerless. Laws are wri 
of capitala and so they need to 
ms with 


to smooth the 


Even 


when they tramgron their own fo 
they get to appear before Tri 
cannot directly p 

They employ accountants and tax plan- 
ners to find loopholes inlaws about tax 


t working 
y also resent theit 


But drawn largely 
clas backgrounds 


plant evidence — and as long as this was 
presented as fighting subversive: this was 
regarded as fair game, 

Gardai often visited workplaces of re- 
publican subvensives ro finger them to their 
employers. 

Al of chis helps to explain why the very 
idea of an independent watchdog is an 
anathema to most senior police officers 
in Ireland. 

They regard it with utter contempt: 

For their part GSOC are caught in a 
contradictory situation, 

Their im isto avoid ‘undermining con- 
fidence in the Gardal 

So they have covered up for the police 


own deference, 
They show impatience. for example. that 


in that views wooly headed judges make 
them go through the me 
ing the law 

fin Ireland. the police have long held a 
view thar they shouldbe allowed a long 
Ieah when it comes to respecting the lew 
Far year they thought t fair game to prve 
a few chumps to working class lade to make 


them confe: 
Their hero figure of Lugs Brannigan, for 
example, was used to show how practical 
this was. 
Northern conflict 
Northern conflict gave them a freer 


violence that occurred in Rossport -even 
le savagery 


when video evidence revealed 


involved. 

d 
them they were compelled to defend 
themselves. 


But when lements ofthe police b 


However, they could alo only do so in 
a half-hearted manner 

The scandal of all of this is that the 
Labour Party — whom some Joke is now 
a barristers party. stand Full quare behind 
Shaner in his cover up. 

Shanter is a law and order fanatic who 
has little compunction backing the senior 


hand wo act with impunity. The Heny Gang police — cven when the legal formalities are 
was deployed to beat confeaions out of breached. But Labour once pretended to 
then p up and dawn about civil liberties 


subversive! sn spread to 


Support Brid Smith - the peoples 
candidate for Dublin MEP in May 


Brid Smith has devoted 
her whole adult life to 
the struggle for workers’ 
rights, women’s rights and 
the rights of all people 
against the elites and the 
1% super rich. Here are 
some of the high points of 
her record: 

1981: elected to the National Commitee 
ofthe Hunger Serike campaign along with 
others like Bernadette Devlin, ighting for 
political status for Bobby Sands and his 
1983: first female shop steward in Dubi 


Bus and Dublin Branch secretary of t 
National Bus and Railworkers Union: 
1984-87: organised solidarity pickets and 
collections for the Dunnes Stores strikers 
against Apartheid 


1904-5: ierobedin thesapport campaign 
for the British Miners Strike which ained 
mang thousands nf ponde 

1990: worked wih Gateau Bakery strik- 
an wha csp te aly appa job 
1992: played akey mle inthe 
Berton tahu round ie X Cae and aA 
tha ese BE pae chait Cpa 
Early 20005: played a leading role in he 
‘ete Ta anri ed bik mia cr 
fie in Biyahe 


Jiiled in Mountjoy along with other 
activists for direct action. 

2003: key role alongside Richard Boyd 
Barrett in the Irish Anti War Movement 
which organized the biggest anti-war pro- 


teses in history 
2005-8: worked closely with the local 
people in Mayo in hall 
fo Sea campaign, 


he magnificent 


2009: elected to represent Ballyferme 


Drimnagh on Dublin City Council 


ind national 
e Ton 
atly opposes 


issues, works 
austerity and cutbacks 


2011-13: played a leading role in in the Dublin Branch. 
(Campaigns against the Houschold Charge 
and the Property Tax, addressing meet. 
ings all aver the country and chairing 
ie ofthe Campaigns largest rallies a 


“This outstanding record shows 
Brid Smith not only talks the 
walks the walk. 


2014: Playing a key role in organising 
the fighe back against unjust water charges 
including the organisation of a national 
conference (see box 

Alongside all of this Brid is also a proud 
member of Unite the Union and 


the interests of ordinary people a 
the Eurocrats and the Troika. 


elected Brid pledges to take only the 
average workers wage ar salary an, 

ate the rest of the buge MEP salary to 
Political campaigning or working people 


Find out more: 
Brid Smith for Europe at 
http://www.bridsmith.net 
for Brid’s website 
Brid Smith PBP candidate for Europe 
for Brid’s Facebook page and 
@bridsmith 
for Brid’s twitter account 


Water charges conference — Strategies for resistance 
Brid Smith, on behalf of People Before Proft, will host a major conference on 
the politics and strategies related to resisting water privatisation. Speakers will 
include activists from Bolivia to Paris— places where mass action succeeded in 

beating the corporations and winning safe and public water supplies. 
t in contact to book your place 
Saturday $ April, 11.00am to 5.00pm 
Gresham Hotel, O' Connell Street Dublin 
Contact Brid at: 087 9090166 
email: brid smith@dublincityie www bridsmith.net 
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Floods — the shape of things to come 


yeaa 


THE exceptional storms and floods 
that have hie Ireland over the last 
month have devastated the homes 
and livelihoods of thousands of peo- 
ple expecially in Cork, Limerick and 
Galway 

Tt has been the same in 


in with 
much of Somerset under water all this 
year, 

As always in these disasters the re- 
sponse ofthe government and the system 
is grossly inadequate 

This is because for politicians like 
Enda Kenny or Phil Hogan, or Cameron 
in Britain, their priority is profit nor 
the needs of ordinary people, 

The Irish government has announced 
a fund of €70 million to deal with food 


damage which can sound a lot until 
you remember that this is roughly one 
thousandth of the money they raised 
for the bank bailouts and less than one 
fiftieth of the personal fortune of Denis 
O'Brien, 

Meanwhile thousands will be left 
with damaged and uninsurable houses, 
because insurance companies also put 
profit before people. 


Miad Wilber 
AN ugly web of conyim, greed and 


corruption has been exposed among 
senior bosses at the Central Remedial 
Clinic (CRC). 

Large sums of money have been paid 
terexccuives while vulnerable patient go 
without, raising serious questions abour 
«4 State that prefers to pass responsibility 
For providing vital services for the elderly 
disabled or homeless to unaccountable 
and undemocratic semi-state Quango: 

In January, former CRC Chief 
Executive Paul Kiely admitted to the 
Public Accounts Committee (PAC) that 
he received an obscene pension package 
totaling €742,000 on retiring from his 
position last year. 

The bulk of this golden handshake, 
€700,000, was shamefully diverted from 
monies raised for charitable purposes by 
the fundraising wing of the CRC, the 
Friends and Supporters ofthe Remedial 


Clinic and registered as ‘donation’ in 
its internal accounts. 

The decision to award Kiely this 
mammoth pension was taken by the 
CRC Boand of Directors, with docu- 
menes relating to this decision apparently 
‘gone missing, 

The board at the Clinie was forced to 
step down after the scandal broke, while 
the Board ofthe Friends & Supporters: 
including many of the same charac- 
ters that sat on the board of CRC, also 
resigned. 

come of these individuals included 
Kiely himself, Vincent Brady and Jim 
Nugent: all with strong links to Fianna 
Fail and former Taoiseach Bertie Ahern 
in particular. 

Kiddy isa lifelong friend ofthe former 
Taoiseach and a one-time Director of 
Elections to Ahern, Once an ally of 
Charles Haughey. Vincent Brady is a 
retired FF Minister while Nugent once 
told the Mahon Tribunal he gave Ahern 
£2,500 as part oa ‘whip around. 

In another bizarre twist, Kiely also 
revealed to PAC a 30-year arrange- 
ment whereby CRC pays the Mater 
Hospital€666,000 a year to administer 
a pension fund that doesn't exist! 

These cosy connections enabled 


Friends & Supporters to give CRC a 


Climate Change 


Bur actually the situation is even more 
disastrous than this. 


This is because the storms and foods 
that have hit Ireland and Britain are 


CENTRAL 


he deeper problem of 
hange and the deadly 


threat of climate chaos 


cy have 


Iris not a coincidence that 


come as America experienced b 
uhra-cold ‘polar vortex’ and record 


REMEDIAI 


and heat in California, while 


there was the terrible Typhoon Haiyan 
inthe Phil 


ines and temperarures over 
50 degrees Celsius in Australia. 

This is exactly what climate change 
means: not just gradual warming but 


State hypocrisy over charity scan 


Sepre 
noe 
Eee r 
eer 
Bieter 
ieee 
rebar 
yen 
ee 
Rare 
BS 

eee eae 
Pelee 
aes 
Siac repoustty daning that 
tea 
poor R 
Soe 
ae 
onc Heth is enie ofa 
Soo 
ees 
EE 
Pene 
peee 


More state hypocrisy — The case of Louise O’Keefe 


While the apology was accepted 
by Louise O'Keeffe, h shows 
hypocrisy of the state which has 
Fought her for 15 years with no 

siga of an apology. 

“Fit abo shows the strong links 
that sill remain bermeen the state 
td the Catholic Church. 

“The state was willing to put 
a 
ordeal in order to prevent 
precedent forsale cases. 

This was done primarily to save 


the state money but also to ensure 


that other victims of shuren 
tutional school, weld net be able 
to challenge the ral af the Church 
ia scoala cll for the Church 

Tie spatceic nature of child 
ahan inetitatons ran by the 
Catholic Church should be proof 
perpera 
pre apogee 

Ta addition, the Catholic Church 
(one ofthe richen lnsttations in 
accel) at ba borod ta PaF 
amenan ia viaas deen 
inching thee ia the Magdalcoe 
prea few peor rare 


more and more extreme weather 
events — more storms, floods, fires 
and disasters. 

Some people will say there is no 
direct link between climate change 
and a particular disaster bur this mises 
the point. 

The point is thar climate change, 
especially warmer oceans, increases 
both the frequency and the intensity 
of weather catastrophes. 

That is why these foods are the 
shape of things to come — as Bob 
Dylan pur it 'A hard rain’ a-gonna 
fall 

Our rulers and the giant corpora 
tions like Exxon, Shell and BR, know 
this only wo well but they do nothing 
because they and the capitalist system 
asa whole have a huge vested interest 
in the use of fossil facls which cause 
climate change. 

As always they put profit fist and 
literally fiddle while Rome burns’ 
doing nothing to reduce global car 
bon emissions, 

Unless. in the years and decades to 
come, we seriously challenge the priori 
ties of capitalism the future for humanity 
will be bleak indeed. 


E3 million loan to shote up pension 


arrangements’ and led to the existence 


ofa slush fund enjoyed by senior man- 
agement in the organisation. 


Parents 

Parents of the 4,000 disabled chil 
dren who rely on the Clinic's services 
have generally been supportive of the 
dedicate frontline staff ther. However, 
they are enraged at senior bosses who 
disgracefully moved funds raised by the 
public away from services cut to the 


summed up the anger 
To sce young children receiv 


basic services or none at all, children 
falling out of wheelchairs that are way 
too small for them or years old, to hear 
day after day, week after week parents 
fighting for therapy or equipment for 
their children all because of ‘lack of 
funding’. Is disgusting. 

Fine Gael and Labour's condemna: 
tion of these events is blatant hypocrisy 
While the Friends & Supporters 
the Remedial Clinic boarded €14 mil- 
lion in fi 
government were busy heaping misery 
on vulnerable children, the disabled 
and elderly with brutal austerity cuts 

of their own. 


ls at the end of 2011, this 


And claims by Enda Kenny that the 
culture of patronage and corruption 
tied into the Irish establishment was 
the past’ have been brutally 
exposed by the scandals at Irish Water 

Socialists strongly believe that the act 


of charity is often an act of solidarity 
and completely recognise the invaluable 
services and resources some charitable 
organisations provide for working class 
people. 

Unfortunately, as with CRC, these 
resources are to often diverted from 
their intended cause, legally or corruptly, 
to benefit a small clique of fat cats at 
the top of these organisations. 

Instead of cutbacks, the allocation 
of adequate state resources for services 
would emove the nesd for charitiesand 
would be funded bya redistribution of 
the wealth of society 


G sectaet werter 


Putin’s war on 


the LGBTQ community 


able LGBTQ Russian 


gers and isolates the most vulner- 


PETET 


IN the run up to the Sochi Winter 
Olympics the virulent state-sanctioned 
bigotry against the LGBTQ communiry 
has received widespread international 


Western Complicity 

Despite their condemnations of 
Russi homophobic policies, Western 
governments have failed to protect and 


attention provide for LGBTQ asylum seckers flee- 


Many nations and organisations have 


barrage a La aa eea 
press legally, ideologically and physically. deporting them back to the dangerous 


Gilera SF laa Ai as pala places they attempted to escape from, 


ment unanimously passed a bill banning Western governments must stop pay 
errena] seal ing lip-service to human rights while 
ibe Fall hannad iny aab ee condemning people to suffer dire human 
literature equating straight and gay rights abuses through their cruel, restric 
relationships as well as any material tive immigration and asylum policies, 
promoting LGBTQ rights. As socialists we denounce all immigra 
Bur because of liberal interpretations tion controls as racist and oppressive 
ofthis bill any display of homosexuality Ironically the homophobic legisla- 
is punishable by law tion associated with right-wing Russian 


nationalism is built on the rhetoric and 


The same day a law was passed ban- 
ning blasphemy. illegitimate escatch of far-right think 


This law essentially bans people 


LGBT peopl on an opposition rally in Masowe in 2012 (Pe Sergey Kita) 


tanks in the United States and elsewhere 


questioning the homophobic. sets (Crp ilke the Fan Reich 

ina Ome een LE Olympic construction workers beaten in Russia | i. ity ssinoweyooe 

Maks ae eee eae THE Sochi Olympio hare been | compen i 
rel flip for Pori 


traditional values” (racism, sexism and 
upervisor out of jail. homophobia). This “research is ured by 
about long hours and lack of pay, | An estimated 95,000 workers 

said the police then “beat me prepared for the Olympics 


This is a clear attack on the mar 
ginalised Russian Left and LGBTQ 


opponents of equality to justify bigotry 


Ireland's very own Lona Institute is 


one of these hate groups disguised as 


a think-tank. 


who worked to prepare for the 


Putin’s Alliances Winter Olympics have been Ramla nan extreme example af wh 
Putin alliance with the Russian | subjected to beatings, intimidation jit aneene cameo hen 

Orthodox Chutch i deep-seated and le pay After bea bigots dorninate the political tern and 
Mis Patibarch of cchecch hania Moderas Durmachan, a told him to drop his carried out on them in the run-up the left is brutally silenced, 

Paii paruen construction worker who pay and his boss would get him | to the games, Similar ani-equaity messages will 


be broadcast in the run-up to the ref 


Putin's alliance with the Church 
and his advocacy of extremist anti-gay erendum on marriage equality 


to foster more bigotry ag the atacks and very few perpetrator: and had his eye destroyad by an air pistol Socialists need to combat rhis hateful 


policies can be seen ax an attempt to div 


tet Rumian vote fom hirund Eas ets pil be mte bot dae ay LDC re e a e a on 

gamin nies gowingeeonomie Aon my amy Bom children o. liveradon ofaa money wasaad rhino avend Socialista : 
Nae aaee end ner same lies and hatred of the murderous larly attacked and quashed by b bls damaged eye an international campaign to chal 
Sti inc arhat her Heit wing extemit groups i deeply pole aod igheming coume pemon. LGBTQ orgnbations and eventar lenge Russii homophobia epidemic 
a a he enrii thet ami LGBTQ activism i sho the targets of righ wing erorim. by pressuring western governments t 


creasingly difficult Side by Side a LGBTQ film feival_peals the Russian state and standing 

This i due to the ban on “Gay held in Saint Petersburg was disrupted in solidarity with Rusa f-ing and 
cmb dheas and LGBTQ movernens 

proiz Socalats are dedicated tothe dit- 


has embolden 


d fringe anti-gay hate 


State sanctioned violence 
groups such as God's Will and Occupy Thee roe 


These groups often enga 


in acts Propaganda as well as the v several times due 


Paedophilia to enact violence 
LGBTQ individuals and gay rig 
P 


of extreme violence and sexu eal terse 


against LGBTQ people and post videos snisations have had their mantling of all oppression including 


ir homophobia and transphobia. 


esters Activists are outed by the viciously 


of their actions on social media sites. 


bigoted state media, subjected to 


hese groups assert that homosexual premises damaged or defaced and t 
These groups avert thathomoenal Violence aginst LGBTQ people it pirsanana and iatinddsion ortagi cirian analed or iviidated To do this we acd a revolutionary 
These ridiculous starementeonly serve *thotities and litle action is taken. Dmitry Chishewsky a prominent gay raided by the state to overthrow the source of oppression, 


Victims are discouraged 


activist was asaulted with baseball bats The disruption of these vital services the capitalist system itself 


Francois Hollande’s retreats have given the bigots a boost in France 


Dace! Hollande’ coalition partners gender in school while union leaders have helped keep 
accused him of “betrayal”. “The reality isa new “ABCof | a lid on workers anger. 
FRANCE'S centre-left president An opinion poll on Thursday of Equality” to promote respect in This created a political vacuum 
Francois Hollande has given a lage week found that just 19 percent schools which most parents back. | on the left at a time of rising 
chilling glimpse of what couldbe | of people backed him-—a record low. France has not become a country | discontent. 
în store for Britain under a future Protests against gay marriage lst of bigots. ‘And mass deportations of Roma 
Labour government [efemp ines f happe arar) Oniy a minority think thelaw | people have boosted the right. 
Hollande capitulated to movement of intense homophobia should defend “the traditional family |" Hollande’s government was 
reactionary protests against his and transphobia. model”. A majority support gay | supposed to celebrate a “pact of 
‘ernment tame pro- LGBTI ‘Marches have brought tens of marriage and help for lesbians to | responsibility” with bosses this week. 
pectin pe a aa Bave chidren. ‘F means €30 billion of tax 
He dashed any suggestion that | fascist groups at the cente. Hundreds of people demonstrated | exemptions for them, and €60 billion 
same sex couples could have the right | A second day of school stayaways apima a es cereal Fouts to services and benefits, 
to procedures such as IVF to help | called by the far right affected a tiny mecting in Rennes last week- many politicians were critical while 
them have children. minority of schools oa Monday of But Hollande has demobilised and | the boses” organisation Medef said it 
His proposed family law was | this week. demoralized the supportershehad | wasn't enough. 
postponed and stripped of some of ‘plvanised with promises to takcon |" Stopping France's drift to the right 
its more progressive elements. Orientation the rich. will take systematic opposition to the 
A number of ights forgayand | Far right bigots have claimed that ‘Unemployment has risen and the | Nazis. 
lesbian couples were removed last children are taught to masturbate, oF ‘J à economy has sunk decper into crisis. | Bat it will also take real resistance 


year, to change their sexual orientation or | KOLLE Hollande has responded with cuts | to Hollande’s austerity. 


Socialist Werker 


Concessions fail to stem the crisis in Ukraine 


Oligarchs are exerting their power but protests continue, writes Simon Basketter 


UKRAINE'S president Viktor 
Yanukovych is locked in talks with the 
three main opposition political leaders 
as Socialist Worker goes to pres 

The talks represent the wings of 
Ukraine’ establishment trying to resale 
a crisis that has gripped the country since 
last November: 

Ukraine's Prime Minister Mykola 
Azarov resigned at the start of a parlin- 
mentary debate on Tuesday of last week. 
The government also repealed new anti- 
proves laws. 


Justice ministry building in Kiev last 
Sanday, despite opposition leader tell 
ing them not wo. This exposed the limits 
ofthe protest leaders authority. 
tral square and government buildings in 
2 number of Ukranian cities 

The protests are on a huge scale, But 
A bargaining chip Por the interest ofthe 
Won: Rusia and Ukrainian bomes 


Who’s who in 
Ukraine 


Ukrine, future includes 
fy Aneniy auenyuk. Eoentally a 


The long-running crisis was sparked 
when the government rejected a deal with 
the European Union, 

Splits between the pro-Western and 


pro-Rusian sections of the ruling clas, 
find widespread anger at the gover 
sparked maw protests and occupations 
‘of government buildings, 

The opposition may secure constitu- 
tional changes this week that significantly 
weaken Yanukovych. 

Yanukovych said an amnesty for dozens 
of protesters arrested during demonstra- 
tions would only be implemented if 
[protesters leave the streets and occupied 


poeem, nol parny 


may lie in a secret meeting of Ukraine’ 


are at the core of street fighting in 


powerful oligarchu, Ths took pace OF at least 100 of U =e h yee 
Saturday 8 February—and the president " Mone but not all of those MDs are "That evening Yanukovych made hin Yanukovych cffeed to make Aneniy. | Rumia and the EU. But they dorit 
a oeo Jaded Rinny 88d behind the governing Party of fine concenion Yanenyake acting kesderof he Fathedand | account for the tens of thousands on 
hose present included Rinat Regions. I defeated an attemprednocon- Violent clashes in the capital Kieythe party—prime minister. He proposed | the protests 
Akhmetov, Ukraines richest man. Dmitry fence vote last December by a margin week before last left at least four people that Vitali Klitschko, the former world | @ Teade unions: Ticd to cither the 
Firash, Vadim Novinsky and represente E49 rotes Tod here boning champion. be deputy | aling pary or the opposition, There 
tiver of Igor Kolomoisky and Gennady Ty put out a statement con- Planned protests in Kiev over 7.9 mias mm are mores towards el for strikes 
Bogolyubov were alto prevent. demning the we of force by hoeinwobed February were cancelled for talks and for So far both have rejected the offer, | from those backing the opposition, 


AN ive are billionaires—and contral ier. But demonstras Activists from one group stormed a 


in both “street riots and attempts to curb- the funcral ofa prot 


Thousands of textile workers Es 


Strike escalates 
in South Africa 
after more 
workers walk out 


A strike across South Africa's 
platinum mines escalated after 
Petalworkers in the Numsa 
Union at the mines came out 
alongside miners 

Miners in the AMCU union 
are striking over pay. 

One striker was killed and 
another seriously injured when 
police opened fire outside an 
Amplats’ mine near Northam in 
Vaa aeeoe: 

R K 5 z k Jokers have been out since 

Fury in Greeceas police tow migrants out to drown | Thousands protestin Spain |23 January in the frst oficial 
r 3 dispute led by the AMCU. Rt 

against plan tobanabortion [overtook the NUM union after 


the 2012 Marikana massacre. 
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minimum wage of €l 


Tentle workers in Mable, Egypt da 


ring «previous sre (Pie: Naser Nouri) 


J of Farmakonisi 
Bur a police patrol 
intercepted it and pulled it 


back out to sea towards Turkey 


Swiss vote 
against migrant 
workers gives 


boost to racists 


SOME 50.3 percent of voters 
rejected freedom of movement 
for workers from European 
Union (EU) countries in a Swiss 
Proterts in Madrid (Pic: Xtina Garcia on Flickr) referendum last week. 
Switzerland, which is not part 


Abdul Sabur, whose wife 
and child were among the 
drowned. told Workers 
Solidarity newspaper. When 
‘we tied to climb onto the 
police boat saying we were 
‘Boing to drown, they laughed 
ind swore and said they didnt 
care if we died. They tied to 
Kick us so we coulda climb 


Tamed the boat | TEN ANETE 
Sek glr baisi aep pel aiios demand pte 14 fof the EU, wil now abandon its 
Now survivors demand the | fhe. Shine nasil "The new ee. ee, border treaty and return to a 
Anger in Athens last week (Pic: Workers’ Solidarity) government finds the bodies aa pacers No pd seen ak Hen of iene e migrants. 
5o they can be as yt a ec mih | The right wing Swiss 
== "cy demands hae | dewiar feara op a tsa same poltcansin Ruit | People's Party led a campaign 
EU opens its borders and that | append oe eer based on myths that migrants 
AROUND 2.000 people— | police oficersareprsceuted | CE want to find my wife and | “Suet” minister Alberto ely wenas undermine pay, and take jobs 
including many Syran, Afghan. | afier 12 women and chideen | my child” sid Abdul medininmanoke leeckpee condensed | and homes. 
esl Palad amigas opaa kas moak. Tantro know why they | Shorten cueptincanaof | Edinburgh. Marethan 5000 | Right wingers across Europe 
marched on European Union, fs fapeor aks to chewomans | marched in Paris_-the day | have seized on this as reversing 
(EU) fies in Atco on | and Syrian refugees had gor are core the latest massive” | the trend to more open borders 
‘Thuesday ó February ‘within 100 meres ofthe bland Siec 10i, skanisnis |kamophahir maai in ths ci | within Earope. 
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Socialist 
Stormont is failing us 


Time for Change! 


WHAT are Sinn Féin and 


the DUP 
uel up to in Stem 
: q 


hospitals are putting 
at risk, 


In their own words 


e 
sale 


At least five people have d 
Belfast's Royal Vi 
Jong to be treated. 
Poots 


ria waiting too 


Je die at home as waiting 
1 get longer 


Health Minister, Edwin 
Pots, not satisfied at making the lives of 


while 


lea misery, wants to attack 


with learning 


ter, we would have hoped 

for better from Sinn Fein, given their 
toric in the South, 

Yer the Department of E 


hange in the 


argument the bigi 

Te is true that numbers at the s o they will be i 

eat and able to make 
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he DUP will continue to have 
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Per epenieea soci ALISM ~ SATURN RESTS 
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sens QUEENS STUDENT 
ards UNION, BELFAST 
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iomacsccane: A CONFERENCE OF ka 
- — RADICALIDEAS B s= 
“ue — os ESUNWAGED 
SPEAKERS INCLUDE:TERRY EAGLETON, BERNADETTE MCALISKEY, ANNE | Floods warn 
CADWALLADER, EAMONN MCCANN TOMMY MCKEARNEY, PETER SHIRLOW | of impending 


ies => MEETINGS INCLUDE: WHY MARX WAS RIGHT, REPUBLICANISM & SOCIALISM | climate chaos 
‘FLAGS & BREAD'- CLASS & IDENTITY IN BELFAST, THE NEW WAR ON WOMEN 
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